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Why is the Curriculum Changing in Wales? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

It is a firmly held belief by the Welsh Government and the Teaching 

Profession, that now more than ever, we need to be preparing our 

learners to be adaptable to change, capable of learning new skills 

throughout life and equipped to cope with new life scenarios. 
 

The whole approach to developing young people aged 3 to 16 will change. 

 
 
 

Unfortunately our Current ‘National Curriculum’ does 
not assist us in delivering the real life, valuable learning 
experiences that will help our children to become, 

resilient, confident, capable, ethical, and ambitious individuals.  
 

 

 

The New Curriculum, (to be implemented by 2022), will 
bring this about by making learning more experience-

based, the assessment of progress more developmental, and by 
giving teachers the flexibility to deliver in more creative ways that 
suit the learners they teach. 



WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE? 
 
 

 
 
  

Most Important Features; 
 
 

1. It will have 4 main purposes (Ambitious, creative, ethical & healthy 
learners) 
 

2. It will develop Numeracy, Literacy and Digital Competence across and 
throughout the curriculum / Learning Experiences 
 

3. It will develop and encompass a Welsh ethos  
 

4. It will allow staff to use their professional judgement in planning for, and 
delivering a relevant curriculum for their individual schools  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            

 

 

The 4 Core Purposes of Learning in Wales Should be..... 

 
The Provision of a curriculum and learning experiences that aims to deliver 
and develop pupils as; 
 

 Ambitious Capable Learners 
 Ethical & Informed Citizens 
 Enterprising &Creative Contributors 
 Healthy & Confident Individuals  

 
 

The new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people for 
life. It will build their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject 
knowledge more positively and creatively. As the world changes, they will be 
more able to adapt positively. 

 

They will also get a deep understanding of how to thrive in an increasingly 
digital world. A new digital competence framework is now introducing digital 
skills across the curriculum, preparing them for the opportunities and risks 
that an online world presents. 

 
 



How will it be delivered in classes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The new curriculum will be 

 ‘inclusive, broad, balanced and challenging’. 
 

There will be 6 common Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) 

For all 3-16 year olds. 

These will be: 

 Expressive arts 
 Health and well-being 
 Humanities 
 Languages, literacy and communication 
 Mathematics and numeracy 
 Science and technology 

The Curriculum will also include 3 cross curricular responsibilities: 

 Literacy 
 Numeracy 
 Digital Competence. 

Schools will be free to use their professional Judgement in providing a real and 
relevant ‘best fit’ curriculum, and learning experiences that best suit the needs of 
their learners.  

 



Other Important Elements of Curriculm 2022 
 
 

 
 

The Welsh Language will remain a compulsory element of the 
curriculum for all learners 3 – 16  

 
 
 

 
 

There will be a new National Assessment and Evaluation 
Framework. This will be developed and based on the 4 purposes, be 
fully inclusive to address the achievements of ALL Learners and all 
abilities. 

Progression reference points help learners, teachers, parents and carers to 
understand if appropriate progress is being made. They will set out expectations for 
learners in each area of their learning relating broadly to ages 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16. The 
National Reading and Numeracy Tests (Yrs 2 – 9) will remain in place at this time.  

 
 
        
                                   

 

Pupil Voice will play an integral part in the delivery of the New 
Curriculum. To ensure that schools are delivering a relevant interesting 

and stimulating curriculum, pupils will be given the opportunity to 
contribute their ideas and suggestions within their learning and be involved 

in reviewing, refining and assessing their learning and progress.            

 
 

 
The new curriculum is being developed by teachers and 
practitioners through a network of Pioneer Schools. These 
schools have been drawn from across Wales, including settings 
that are rural and urban; bilingual, English-medium and Welsh-

medium; primary, secondary, special schools, schools with a religious character and a 
range of school sizes. 

 



So ..... Where are we up to @ Cornist Park School? 
 
In our attempt to always be abreast, if not ahead of the game in curriculum 
development and adaptation, the staff here at Cornist Park have been working hard 
over the past few years to begin embracing change and moving towards preparation 
for the implementation of Curriculum 2022. 
 
 A Digital Pioneer School  - Alongside a select group of schools from across 

Wales, have been responsible for trialling, shaping, developing and delivering 
the DCF (Digital Competency Framework). Our work and progress in this area 
has been documented in an Estyn Case Study 

 
 Move to a more thematic curriculum delivery across the Whole school  

           (Nursery – Yr6) 
 
 Staff invited to presented their developmental  work in curriculum 

development and design, at All Wales Estyn Conference in Swansea 
 

 Contributed to an Estyn Case Study, on the progress being made to address the 
             changes and attitudes required to deliver the New Curriculm 
 
 Combining Current National Curriculum requirements whilst introducing the 

thematic approaches to the 6 AOLE’s (Areas of Learning and experience) 
 

 Introducing a ‘Growth Mindset’ approach to learning – pupils having a deeper 
understanding of the learning processes, their achievements and their areas for 
continued development. Pupils, have a positive attitude towards learning and 
their ability to progress and achieve 
 

 Pupil Voice is being highlighted and encouraged  in many areas of school life  
 

 Staff development opportunities offered to lead AOLE areas to assist in deeper 
understanding and creative/cross curricular planning and sharing of good 
practise across the school and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As Parents, how can you help? 
 

First and foremost, the best thing you can ever do is simply to be ......... 
 

INTERESTED! 
 

 It may not sound very groundbreaking, but taking a positive interest in your 
child’s education, is a crucial element to them achieving their goals and 
potential. 

 
 Remain positive – even when they struggle 

 
 Appreciate that all children develop at different rates – try not to compare with 

your child’s rate of progress with siblings and friends. We are all different! 
 
 Recognise your child’s strengths and praise and encourage them to excel, 

whilst identifying areas where they may need a little more of a boost 
 
 Encourage independence from an early age 

 
 Allow your child to take calculated risks.... and to experience failure. It is from 

these experiences that the BEST learning comes! 
 

 Expect your child to be respectful, mindful of others, kind, considerate and the 
best version of themselves they can be 
 

 
Here are some simple examples of the changes we can make in what we say, that will 
encourage a more positive mindset. 


